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I.  Individual Maps: Personal Geography 

 
Map 1 Personal Geography 

 
ñI have been in Canada one year. Because of the war in Somalia, I didnôt finish school. I had to 

come out of the country. I am not thinking about getting a job. I need to go to school. I have to 

wait 2 ½ years [to be a Canadian]. I canôt wait! I can take a Canadian passport and go 
anywhere in the worlds. I want to go to India to the Taj Mahal, Egypt to the Pyramids, to Paris 

to see the Eiffel Tower. A lot of people have told me you have to see this with your eyes. In 
Somalia, I have to apply for a VISA to leave, and it is hardéhere I just get a passport and I 

go.ò  
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Map 2 Personal Geography 
 

 ñIt is different then how we grew up. We had a community where we would come together and 
talk and argue andéwe knew each other. If something happened, we would come together.  

Here, there are so many different types of people. I come here to a place like Community 
Matters and we bring all different types of people together. If you have a problem with your 
apartment, you canôt read, you canôt speak the language, a rent problem, you can come here 

and they will find someone who speaks your language. There are more people here. People 
who speak my language. And then we realize that we are experiencing the same thing. We are 

not alone in our problems. You need someone to speak for you. If you canôt find someone and 
you have a problem and you only have your husband, you canôt tell him everything.  It would be 
good if there was a woman to speak with.  You want to talk to someone who will understand 

you and figure out what the problem is and send you to the right place to get help.ò 
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Map 3 Personal Geography 
 

ñI apply for work here at lots of places, but they donôt look for skills.  They look for the 

physical. They need small young ladies. There are a lot of jobs, but the companies donôt hire. 

You have to know someone.  Jobs are not a problem for me. I like a job. I donôt like long hours 

though. Five hours is good for me. I have a family. I am happy my children have a good 
education, they are healthy. I donôt have any problems. I never ever take a welfare cheque. This 
is important. No good for children ï welfare. The children know.ò 
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Map 4 Personal Geography 
 

ñThey broke down all the housing in Regent Park to build other houses and condos, so all the 

people who lived there were scattered around. That is unbearable, I would say. You get so used 
to living your everyday life. I think it affects them emotionally rather than physically because 

they have to get to know new people and new neighbourhoods. I think if we continue to live in 
this building, this will be a problem.  And not all places are convenient like St. James Town.  It 
is comfortable, you know all the streets.  You donôt want to move because you will lose your 

friends.ò 
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Map 5a Personal Geography 
 

ñDaughter:  Mom likes it here because she doesnôt have to depend on anyone. She can go 

everywhere on her own.  
 

Mother:  I have lived here 17 yrs. My children like it here.  They grew up here. It is their home. 
My daughter was born in the Wellesley Hospital.  I tell them we will move to Markham and 
they say, ñNo, no, noéWe like it here. It feels like home.ò 
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Map 5b Personal Geography 
 

ñI came here in 1969 and some people I know bought houses here, and I said, ñNo, Iôm not 

staying here.ò I have a house at home. So I donôt need one here.  I tried to go back twice ï back 
home to Trinidad and Tobago.  

 
I moved in 18 years ago.  My neighbour was already here in this building. She is 85 years old. 
She has lived 80 years in this neighbourhood.  I am retired now. I took an early retirement ï 

age plus service ï the 80 factor. I have friends on the 15th floor.  They come around.  Iôm not 
going anywhere.ò  
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Map 6 Personal Geography 
 

ñI chose to live in Canada.  Then I got my apartment and I called for my family. They are here 
now.  They have been here for 3 1/2 years.  My apartment is good. I have enough room for 

everyone.  But people are very rude in this area. Some people are violent. I bought three 
bicycles for my kids. One was stolen.  I called the police. They said they would come. They 
never showed up. I know they are busy. That is when I thought I should move out of here. My 

kids are nonviolent. But if you keep them with violent people they will become violent. I could 
live out of the city, live a more solitary life, but my wife is a social woman.  These are the merits 

and the problems of living in an urban area like this.ò 
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Map 7 Personal Geography 
 

ñWhen we first came here, we had very high expectations because we were coming to 

Torontoébut it is not good. Nobody takes care of the surroundings.  On apartment terraces, 
you cannot see flowers. People are always storing things there.  It is ugly. I can find gardens 

near my building, but they are not managed nicely.  There is a lot of garbage here.  We need a 
disciplined way of managing the parks and gardens.  
 

We have hope and expectation, but the attitude is very bad. There are many argumentative 
people. Having a good environment requires having good thinking from the people.  

 

Beautiful things are important to me. Surroundings are important - they make me smile and 

relax, so I can go with a smiling face.ò   
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Map 8 Personal Geography  
 
ñWe pray five times a day.  My husband goes to the mosque.  Women pray at home.  But I am 

working.  I work for an Italian lady and she allows me to pray there.  She says, ñIf you want to 
pray, you donôt need to ask me.  You go and pray.ò So three times during the day, I pray there.  

I like to work there. She allows me to pray.  She is understanding.ò 
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Map 9 Personal Geography 
 

ñI go to Alan Park.  I like it there.  I like the fresh air. In Canada, most of the people are very 

kind and very friendly to me.  In Alan Park, I sit in the chair and people go by and they say, 
ñHello, how are you today?ò  One day, I was very sad and a person saw me and said, ñAre you 

ok?ò  She sat beside me and talked about something and made me happy. I think she was a very 
nice woman. In China, if you sit in the park, I think many people are upset by this. You are just 
one of many. The people donôt care about others. I have been in Canada 1 year.  Iôve learned a 

lot about how to find a job. The first job is very hard to get, but I think I will have a very good 
future.  But conversational English is hard.  I need a place for conversational English.  I think 

Canada is a good place for me; I think it is better for me.ò   
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Map 10 Personal Geography 
 

ñI have been here almost 8 years.  I am working at a part-time job in an Italian restaurant on 
College.  Nothing has ever happened to me.  I have always been safe here.  I just go to my job 

and come home.  Then 2 to 3 years ago, I was sick.  I had bad back pain and high blood 
pressure.  My wife has been working for 2 years at Tim Hortonôs.  Mentally she is fine ï she is 
working.  But she has asthma since coming to Canada, and high blood pressure.  My second 

child has asthma too, and my youngest.  I hope I am giving them everything they need.  I try 

to give them good food.  But I am not satisfied.ò     

 

  


